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January 24, 2012 

 

 

Wow!  Weôre almost to February of 2012.  It seems like we were eagerly anticipating Christmas yesterday.  2012 has 

already been a difficult year for this community and the surrounding area.  You have no doubt seen and have heard 

about the tragedies in the news.  These happenings are heartbreaking and difficult to understand.  They have im-

pacted many lives and many people will never be the same.  Please keep in prayer all people (especially the families) 

affected.  Also take time to give thanks for all the people in our community who do their best to mitigate tragedy and 

work tirelessly for the benefit of others.  First responders, law enforcement officers, doctors, nurses, mental health 

professionals, pastors and countless others need to be uplifted in prayer along with the families and friends affected 

by the events that have already unfolded in 2012.  

One of the lectionary texts for this week is 1 Corinthians 8: 1-13.  Part of the scripture is as follows (from The Mes-

sage version): ñIsn't there great danger if someone is still struggling over this issue, someone who looks up to you as 

knowledgeable and mature, sees you go into that banquet?  The danger is that he will become terribly confusedð

maybe even to the point of getting mixed up himself in what his conscience tells him is wrong.ò   

Personally, I find the above portion of scripture particularly helpful when reconciling what has happened and how I 

should respond to the events and people.  As the scripture tells us, we have the ability to either confuse or show love 

to others, especially the ones who struggle to find God when difficult issues arise.  Admittedly, it can be hard to see 

God during tragedy, but since God is present in all things with love, then so too is our calling.   

The actions of others, especially actions that cause harm or death, evoke strong (often hateful) responses from Chris-

tians and non-Christians alike.  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. offered the perfect response to the reactions, ñDarkness 

cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.  Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.ò  Dr. Kingôs 

quote coupled with the guidance we have from 1 Corinthians is a perfect blueprint for how we, as Christians, should 

respond to the tragedies.  Friends, we need to be Christians of actions not just Christians of ñlip serviceò on Sunday.  

As Christians of action, we hold the responsibility to act in accordance with what we believe is Godôs will for Godôs 

people.  This will demonstrate the beauty of freedom and will allow others to see Godôs grace and love.   

Interconnectedness is key to communities remaining healthy during tragedy.  We are so interconnected because of 

Facebook and cameras, because of cell phones and meetings, because of the internet and email, in church and out of 

church.  And as the interconnectedness continues to grow, so does the potential that we have to show Godôs love in 

ALL situations.  If our responses to tragedy are hateful and ignorant (which I see much of on Facebook and hear a lot 

of in and out of church) then we are showing utter disregard for the responsibility that is laid out in 1 Corinthians.  

As a minister and chaplain I see the tragedy up close.  I see and experience the pain and I hear the questions of 

ñwhyò.  And I believe that God is present in all of it.  For we are told that ñChrist gave up his lifeé  We sometimes 

tend to think we know all we need to know to answer these kinds of questionsðbut our humble hearts can help us 

more than our proud mindsé  There is only one God the Father, everything comes from him, and he wants us to live 

for him.  Also, there is only one MasterðJesus the Messiahðeverything is for his sake, including us.ò 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, tragedy is strong, but our call to love is stronger.   

Hope to see you Sunday!  For better is one day in Godôs court than thousands elsewhere. 

Blessings, 

Jared Sonnenberg, Community Minister 



PRAYERS OF CONCERN        

Shirley Hounshell and the Family of  Bob 
Hounshell, who passed away on January 15, 2012.  

Anita Fieldôs sister fell down and a mass has 
been found on her brain. 

Dan Jaeger was in a car accident and broke a ver-
tebra in his neck. 

Nancy Lingbloom fell this morning and broke her 
leg. Pray for a speedy and complete recovery. 

 

CONTINUED PRAYERS OF CONCERN                                                   

Everitt Bartholomew, Lori Beu,  Kurt Bor-
gaard, Ruth Dawson, David Carson, Floy 
Christopher, Pat Crough, Wendy Fickes, Ed-
ward Fix, Doug Gallant, Kelley McBride-
Hartman, Barb Horner, Russ Johnson, Terri 
Koch, Matt Hedlund, Lynette Getz, Zachary 
Ingraham, Elaine Lampley, Carol Lightsey, 
Brunie Maylor, Marjorie Michaels, Jonathan 
Morrison, Susie Mauler, Kara Moulten, 
Brenda Meyers, Ryan Miller, Al & Helen Mil-
lette, Regan Murray, Susan Quintana, Katy 
Petitt, Starla Reed and her boys, Clyde Rogers, 
Connie Tackett, Elizabeth Rogers, Betty Ses-
sions, Jan Thornton, John VanDusen & Betty 
Wagner. 

Serving Schedule 

for  

January 22, 2011 

 
 1/29/2012 

Ministers Revs. Brad & Susan Barton 

Preaching Reverend Jared Sonnenberg 

Community Minister  Reverend Jared Sonnenberg 

Organists Iris Lambert & Judy Lindstrom 

Guest Book Bonnie Gross 

Lay Leader Rita Uhler 

Children's Moment Julie Sonnenberg 

Elder Out Serving Jared Sonnenberg 

Elder At Table Lynn Lovell 

Elder At Table Gene Russell 

Deacon Out Serving Nena Russell 

Deacon Rita Sonnenberg 

Deacon Dorothy Schreyer 

Deacon Hannah Schreyer 

Deacon Sandy Van Dusen 

Acolyte Zack Karg 

Acolyte Josh Barton 

Sound Board Cody Sonnenberg 

Video/ Computer Maddy Vogel 

Preparing Deacon Kay VanKalkeren 

Bread Baker Kay VanKalkeren 

Usher Steve May 

Usher Cynthia May 

Greeters Gene & Rita Uhler 

Nursery Worker  Nena Russell 

 

 

They are fighting it out in Afghanistan & they lost 9 marines in 4 days! 

Please Honor These Soldiers: 

Justin Allen, 23 ðBrett Linley, 29 ðMatthew Weikert, 29 ð Justus Bartett, 27 ð 

Dave Santos, 21 ð Chase Stanley, 21 ðJesse Reed, 26 ðMatthew Johnson, 21 ð 

Zachary Fisher, 24 ðBrandon King, 23 ð Christopher Goeke, 23 ð                                       

Sheldon Tate, 27. 

                                                                                                                         ðCarol Graybill 



 

 

 

 

 

Scripture:  

Psalm 111 &   

I Corinthians 8:1-13 

 

Sermon Title: 

"Freedom with Responsibility" 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, January 29,  2012 

8:30 a.m.  Elders Meeting 

8:45 a.m. Sunday School 

Slide Show / Announcements 

10:00 a.m. Worship  

Church Shirt Sunday 

Monday, January 30,  2012 

9:00 a.m. Ladies Monday Morning Bible Study                                                       

2:30 p.m. Devonshire Birthday Party 

Tuesday, January 31, 2012 

9:30 a.m. CWF Executive 

Wednesday, February 1, 2012 

6:00 p.m. Family Fellowship Meal 

6:30 p.m. Youth Group & F.A.N.T.A.S.T.I.C. 

Thursday, February 2, 2012 

9:30 a.m. CWF Group #1  

7:00 p.m. CWF Group #2 

Friday, February 3, 12012 

Saturday, February 4, 2012 

7:30 a.m. DMF Breakfast 

Sunday, February 5,  2012 

8:30 a.m.  Elders Meeting 

8:45 a.m. Sunday School 

Slide Show / Announcements 

10:00 a.m. Worship  

Visioning Meeting &                                        
Soup Luncheon ðAfter Worship                            

Food Drive Sunday 

 

 

                                                                                     

January 30th 

@ 9:00 a.m. 

In the Library 

.  

Thank You!
Elle Vogel

Monday Morning Ladies Bible 



 

Bring your Valentine and loved ones to Dinner!  

  

Sunday, February 12 thñImmediately after Worship  

The youth group will be hosting our annual fundraiser with yummy desserts for a live 

auction, a spaghetti dinner and a silent auction. 

 11:45 ï first round of live auction 

                                                

 12:00 ï spaghetti dinner will be served 

  

12:30 ï closing of silent auction and                                                                                

second round of dessert auction 

 

     Be watching for ticket sales to begin soon.  We have some items for the silent auc-

tion, but could still use some more ï if anyone has anything to donate, please talk to 

Pastor Susan Barton or Tammy Sonnenberg. 

     Thank you for your awesome support of our youth program!!!!  

Three Cheers 
For A New 
Sound System!

For some people it is embarrassing to admit they can not hear!
Help us get a new sound system for The First Christian Church!

Please Support the project with your donations!!

Help! Help! Help!
For more Information contact:  Marv Ferdig


